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Overview

gof tware

Word processor. Frow the wanuai @

Congratul ations on your purchase of the First Hlent Word
Processor. This is the fFirst time Hlent software has
released a program that can be directiy cospared to others
on the warket. In the past, we haVe Qiven you unigue,
powerful applications such as Typesetter that have no egual .
However we think this is the best word processor fFor your
frari.

It is powerful and full featured, yet a breeze to Use.
Powerful enough for us to write the wanual, yet sinple
enough for personal letiers. Bon't be overvhelwed by the
nuwber of features, they are there so that gou'll never
ouigrow this word processor. dn keeping with our goais, we
have given you a powerful fool at a reasondole price.
Congratul ations again for purchasing the first word
Processor good enough for us o put our NaWe on.

Thats what this episode is about. Let Find out iF it lives
up o its billing.

Pubi isher

floout the publ isher:

-Hot a lot of inforwation out there.

-Hient Sofiware was based in Opringfieid, VYirginia.

-Rather short iived, from L985- L9848,

-HLEnt sofiware had many programs written by Pairick
beii'Era

-Randy beilinger B3-&7

-The nawe still Bxisis today as a Hevada based company, but
{ dont think its the sawe or even another incarnation of
this company., The one that exisis today deais with z/00
imainframel security sofiware.

page &



floout ihe author:

fBavid Dasteili was a student in Peierborough, Ontario,
Canada. {[GHD: Aiilison: Take off, en'l He was aiso the
president of his local Atari users group, Bavid had owned
at Atari 40O since 98k, but at the Tiwe this was pubi ished
aiso had a M0NE and 520GT. {GHE: Riiison: Queue sixieEn
thirty iwo atari podcasil [GHO: ST Beiil.

Bavid had writien a coupie of video gawes initended for
comkercial release.  Unfortunately, by the tise the First
gake was finished, it was already outdated by gawes with
better graphics. The second gawe, which boasted better
graphics, was finished in the widst of video gawes deci ining
popui arity., [SHG: Rilison: That wust be the great crash of
3.1 Go both games gathered dust in his disk Case.

It was at this point he gave up trying to conquer the
Blusive video gawe wart and siaried concentrating on writing
a word processor and several utilities. One of the
utilities was accepied by ANALOG wagazine, bui had yet to be
publ ished when this word processor was released.  Oome of
his other prograws wade it to the publ ic domain, and others
never wade it out of his disk Ccase.

fis of this release, bavid was writing prograss on the S520aT,
but still planned o continue prograsming on the L30HE.

Technical Hata

-gupports Joystick use as well for navigating a docusent,
and wmenud selection.

Printed on 5.5 x 8.5 paper, doubie Sided, in biack and
white. It is spiral bound and Bbh pages cover to cover. The
front cover is wainly black and white. Jn the upper &/3rds,
there is a light gray piece of notebook paper. {In the upper
hal¥ of that is the program titie and author in large text,
using two fonis. The First font is in black thin letiers
and says "The First Hlent" at ithe top, and "by David
Castei 1" at the botiow. The second Font appearing bEtweEn
the previous two | ines, is in larger, red, and wide Fancy
ietiering and says "Mord Processor'" across dwo 1ines.  dn
the bottow 1eft corner of the noitebook paper in red |etiers,
it says "For ithe Atari 30 HE & LBK Home Cowpuiers. HWeil,
thats what Wy copy shows anyway., J have the later 2.k
version. My copy also inCludes a8 single sheet single sided
Flyer in black and white of the sawe 5ize prowoting the
software.
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There are no screen shots or tutorials incliuded.,  HWritten
well for the wost part, though sose paris can be confusing.

dncludes a word on piracy since the disk is not copy
protected: &R [RER¥Ri | ihe staff of HLENT sofiware are computer
users. He know that having copy protected programs can be a
royal pain in the tempie. Llooking +o owr iegitiwnaie users
needs First, we have decided +o NOT copy protect the First
HLENT Word Processor. This weans you will be abie 10 wake a
back-up copy of the program. This is what we have done for
you,

Here is what we ask you to do for us. Please do not give
away copies of the program to angone. Hot only is this
sieal ing, but it deprives bBavid and HLENT Sofiware From
Waking a wodest profit on the progras. IF the thin line of
wodest profit disappears then HBLENT wmight foilow suit, and
Bavid wight return to the cave from which he appeared.
deriousiy, pirating huris the entire cosputer coswunity,
You honesty and support is appreciated.

{aii: Aiiison: CDrap. [[sinc 50011 Woere can § send my
woney?l At ieast my copy is iegit.

Packaging

Hot L00% sure. Hany of Hlenis products where packed in a
BxH inch vinyi Ffolder with the disk on the froni Covers
inside sieeve and the wanual in the back covers inside
sieeve. My copy does not have said vingl folder, nor do |
think it would it in one becauvse of the spiral binding.

When booting, [afiter ramdisk on L3I0HEl, press any key To
imierrupt the ioad and bring up an OPTIONS wenu. This wenu
inCludes a choice of loading the Word Processor, a
Hicroocreen Picture Formatter, and Printer briver

Construct ion.

Hewory sizes on different equipsent:

I

800: L802h byies Free

HL: 287"7h bytes Free

HE: C8B30 bytes Free. can get 27tk iF disable rawdisk

2.k
800: L8257 byies Free
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HL: 2968 bytes Free
HE w/lA92: Z2882hL byies Free. can get clA6E iF disaole
ramnd i sk

dCreen

-Top of screen is tao {ine or ruler, then 2l 1ines of edit
window, and the last b lines are the coswand window.
-Cowwand window has status wessages and prompis on the 1eft
5ide {as weil as copyright at the startl. 0On the right side
areg b icons, 3 across in 2 rows., The top row from iefi To
right is a P icon for Print, then a camera icon for Dopy,
then a scissors icon for Gut. The botiow row From (eft to
right is a bottie of paste icon for Paste, then a giasses
icon for Search, and last a floppy disk icon for disk
utilities.

-Press Eol or use the joystick buiton to access the wenuth [RERe-
The HELP key will bring up heip on the HLAHE, and this is
Ciri-ghifi-H on +the 800.

Functions

-Editing: word wrap on hyphen and space, sofiware selectaole
Ch or LF [useful if two different compuiers share a
printer}, single pass dovble coluwn printing, dual pass
availaole too for stubborn forwaiting cosmands, File insert,
doCusent Comeents, widow and orphan control, soft hyphen,
verbatin byies, and word count

-Text forwaiting: wargins, automatic indent, physical and
logical page length, force page eject, conditional new page
{based on how wany 1 ines 1eft on the pagel, line spacing,
text ceniering, text justification, page nuwbering, 1ine
feeds [why not just press returnd, dividing |ine, offset
directive, hard space

-Hindow mode: doesn't split screen, but aliows you toggie
between itwo files in full screen wode., Both a biessing and
CUrsE,

-print preview, in 80 columns

-Block functions, cut, pasie, save to File

-dearch and replace, and also search and deiete. The search
siring is limited +o 30 characters. A wildcard of ¥ is aiso
support for single characters. §earch can also be used just
o Find Text.

-hocument warks, which Serve as shortcuis to locations in
the text. but liwited t0 5 per document
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-HEaders and Footers, though {imited o L iine

-File chaining

-disk file preview - view conienis of a file on disk without
wodiFfying/losing document in memory@R [RER¥-Printing - seems
obvious, It supporis partial docusent printing, as well as
wultipie copies. Printing to screen and disk is also
supported. Though There is a caveal with this program.
dnstead of lining the print head up with the top of the
Paper, yYou iine it up about 1" down the paper Iwhere you
want printing +o beginl. This was done +o reduce the chance
of sheet feed paper from slipping Oor jasming beCcause the
printhead is too close o the top of the paper.

-Graphcs printing, but you wust have Epson cowpatible
printer for automatic printing. HAnything eise and you'il
need 0 ewbed the graphic codes yourself. pictures can be
ewbedded anywhere in the text. It supporis uncowpressed
images, B/grapn, and Hient SoFfiware Typeseiter lcons. Yoo
have the option to print the entire isage or part of it,
with various formatting options |ike condensed or rEVErse
image.

-Hail merge, which supporis oynapse oofiware ouynFile +, in
addition to its own Format.

-los Functions are also included, as indicated by the Floppy
disk icon referenced earl ier. Functions are:

-0dR which can display LO Filenanes

-LOAL ipads a file into wewory., There are 3 options
which are HORHAL +o erase wemory and ioad the Fiie; APPEND
which adds the file t0 the end oFf wewory: and insert which
loads the File into the current cursor docation.

-oflVE saves a File to disk. You can save the entire File
or just part of it.

-BELETE deietes a fiie on disk.

-FURAAT 1eis you forwat a disk.

-oP0iL which iets you dispiay the contenis of a disk File
directiy to the screen without effect what is in the editor
HEMOrY .

-Heed more BOG Ffunctions, press OTRAL-O from the DO wenu
and exit to BOS. Jf HEW.SAY is working, you press RESET and
return to editing.

The disk @is0 has a printer driver constroction util ity.
You'ill need t0 break out your printer wanual for this. AT

iBTs Yyou biild custom printer configurations for use within
The program.

Files

2.k lUses Atari B0G 2.5. You can however substituie whatever
dos you want, or use a8 ram disk, BiC.

AUTHRUN. 5¥5 - Hain ioader program.
ERITOR. 5¥8 - HLAHE version of ihe word processor
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PRINT.O¥S - Text Formatier for HL/HE version

WORODPRD. DB - LOO/B00 version of the word

processorth [RERAYORIVER. AER - Print bBriver Constroction Wil ity
FICTURE. AR - Hicroscreen Picture Formaiter Uil ity

HELP - Has the help screen inforwation

HELPHBES. GAG - Hac/BS source code For heip

BRIVER.SYS - Printer configuration [driverl, used by both
800 and KBL/HE versions of word processor

PRINTSET.SYS - Printer special characters access, used by
HLAHE version of the word processor

FHT files - Riternative fonis

Fun Facis

-Won Ouistanding Product award from Antic in Hay L9487,
-Hanual writien with it.

-0n the BLAHE the wenu icons biank while searching., This is
because the icons and the international character set can
not be displayed at the sawe tike. This was done so the
search function could search strings with international
characters.

-THe back cover of the wanual has a characterature of the
Hlent staff. It's titied "Presenting the Hient Staff", and
shows Lk different halioween thewmed caritoon characiers. Jdi
dis50 has a note underneath that says "not pictured: Jennifer
Brebson" .

-danuary 87, this word processor received an Antic fAward
frow Antic magazine for being one of the best word
Processors With nuserous unigue and useful Features.

dUMKary

Rather swali copy/pasie ouffer at 800 byies. This is one
SCrEen. This i5 probaoly because of a feature 1'i1 mention
in the 1ikes section shortiy. You can work around this,
with some patience. Though today it's not uncomwon +o cut
and pasite several pages of text, and wodern word procesSSOrS,
Br rather the operating systems, handie it with ease.

One thing that can be annoying is the inconsistent

appi ication of comwand between the 800 and HL/HE. The 800
uses GONTAOL, whereas the HL/HE uses OPTION. Hot a big
deal, but if you staried with an 800 and woved +o the HL/HE,
you Wight have soMe retraining to do.

One of the cosmands OPTION-F, or CONTROL-F, depending on
what your running on, inserts a special forwatting line into
the docuwent. These |ines are used to set Forwatting
options for the text.
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Proper use of the EGC key. Jdn this program, just |ike with
Paperbi ip reviewed in the iast episode, Eol is the operation
abort key for practically every function. It will also back
you out of wenus sequentially. 0On a side note, theres an
interesting use of the Break key., The break key will move
the cursor o the start of the next line. HWhile were
taiking about keys, the dnverse key [GHD: Beiil is used To
invoke text al ignwent wode.

There are also a couple of ways o track wewory usage. Got
a large docuwent? Dheck to see if there is enough disk
space o save it [GHO: Ailison: in k25 byie sectors). JF
you would rather see free Wewory in byies, yes thais we, you
have that option too. The only down side is that its not
readily displayed all the tiwe, requiring a key seqQuence o
view, But thals not too big oFf a deal.

Tracking wemory bECOMES BSpeCially important when splitting
the editing window for iwo docusenis. Each window is given
hal ¥ of the systems wewory. JF you have a particulariy long
docuwent when you split the window, it is possibie to
truncate the docuwent. Today systems have wOre Wemory than
they need and word processors have robust wul tiple docusent
windowing., Hy wac has LBGE mewmory., Thats enough wemory o
hoid the compieie LK wewory banks of 3L9,525 Aiaris.  Ho
WOrries about running out of docusent MEMOCY hEre.

Hhen your ready to print there is a section in the wanual
that teiis you how o integrate with Hlent Sofiware's
HegaFont, should you wish o0 print your docuwenis with wore
flare than the standard dot watrix font. The wanual even
telis you how o print to a serial printer by printing to
Ffile and using B0 copy comwand o copy it o the prinier.

The First Hlent Word Processor, while having pienty of
features, falls down a bit in its implesentation of text
forwatting, The way its done you enter ascii text comwands
on a formatting line. Boing it this way allows docuwenis
created with this word processor 10 be read by virteally any
other editor or word processor, and | ikewise |oading
virtually any other file. But the cowwand siructure can be
a littie complex or confusing. The wanual in this area can
be helpful, but it in itself is a bit confusing. Hess one
up and it ignores the whole line. d 1ike wany of the other
word processors forwatting comwands that ewbed a8 binary into
the text beiter. | would fore go the abil ity to read the
docusent in another program for ease of use/reading.

[ne thing that was unigue was the abil ity to skip text. Yoo
Can set a4 warker on section of text, and when printing, this
section will be skipped., Useful if you want 10 FrEROVE SOWE
frowm print but reftain it in the docusend.

finother pseudo neat trick was the inclusion of a print
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sponier for the M30HE. MWith it you can print and edit ai
the same time. Iis instalied as an AUTORUN Fiie on the disk
at boot time. HDue o how the Atari works, it will
periodical iy freeze when the spooler sends data 1o the
printer. Oo sosewhat useful iF your patient and tolerant of
interrupting your Flow.

Likes

-it inverses the iext when you define a block of text waking
it super easy to identify the seiection. [GHO: Beiil} Oddiy
not for block deiete. Today we have colored highl ight
depending on the word processor in use.

-Heres a neat new trick. An editable cut and paste buffer.
-houbie colusn printing. often overiooked in word
processors of the Bra.  this can do it in a single pass.
SOME Formatting coswands require dual passes which is also
supported. double coluwn printing is only availabie on the
L30KE.

-80 column print preview thaits actualiy iegioie.

bBisi ikes

-80 column print preview, though rendered graphically,
doesn't display expanded or condensed print

-Bant 5ave your prograw Customizations |ike Cursor Speed,
shape, sCreen colors, eic.

-lnserting text at the beginning of a large docuwent can be
siow. They do provide an easy work around which is o
insert some biank |ines, change +o type over wode, then
insert the text. Just wake sure you insert enough biank
iines Firsi!

-Text forwaiting cowmand systew

1985/86 Perspective

Retro Perspective

Bit Rating
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